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Psalm,  xvii.  15.— I  shall  be  satisfied,  when  I 
awake,  with  thy  likeness. 

This  was  the  language  of  David,  a  man  after  God's 
own  heart.  He  was  one  who  loved  holiness  for  its  own 
sake.  He  lived  a  devotional  life,  and  found  free  and 
sweet  access  to  the  mercy  seat.  He  delighted  in  the 
law  of  God,  and  walked  in  the  way  of  his  command- 
ments. But  though  he  was  a  devout  servant  of  God, 
and  lived  very  near  to  Him  by  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion ;  yet  he  found  that  his  feet  v^^ere  apt  to  slide  into 
sin,  and  wander  in  forbidden  paths.  When  he  viewed 
his  transgressions  against  the  greatest  and  best  of  Be- 
ings, his  heart  would  smite  him  with  keen  remorse,  and 
he  would  confess  his  sin  with  deep  contrition.  He 
was  also  exceedingly  ti'ied  with  many  severe  and  heavy 
afflictions.  His  enemies  were  combined  against  him 
in  formidable  array,  and  ready  to  swallow  him  up.— 
But,  notwithstanding  his  transgressions  were  exceeding- 
ly  great  and  numerous  and  vexed  his  soul  from  day  to 
day  ;  notwithstanding  all  the  persecution  and  evil  de- 
vices of  his  enemies  ;  notwithstanding  all  the  changes, 
storms  and  trials  of  this  fleeting  life  ;  he  still  encour- 
aged himself  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoiced  in  the  hope,  that 
Jiis  soul  would  soon  find  eternal  rest  in  the  bosom  of 
his  God.  After  uttering  a  very  fervent  and  plain  ^^ 
prayer  against  his  enemies,  he  said  unto  God,  "  As 
for  me,  i  will  behold  thy  face  in  righteousness  ;  I  shall 
be  satisfied  when  I  aivake  ivith  thy  likeness.''''  To 
awake  with  the  likeness  of  God,  is  to  be  completely 
transformed  into  his  moral  image  ;  and  denotes  that  state 
of  perfection  in  holiness,  at  which  the  saints  will  arrive 
when  thev  enter  into  their  eternal  rest.     This  was  the 


change,  which  David  longed  to  experience.  Nothing 
short  of  this  state  would  satisfy  him.  For,  his  saying 
that  he  should  be  satisfied,  when  he  awoke,  with  the 
likeness  of  God,  evidently  implied,  that  nothing  short 
of  such  a  state  of  holiness  would  satisfy  him.  Perfec- 
tion in  hohness  was  the  supreme  desire  of  his  heart.— 
This  was  what  he  had  sought  of  the  Lord,  with  many 
sighs,  prayers,  and  tears. 

But  this  character  was  not  peculiar  to  David.--- * 
Jill  the  saints  in  the  church  militant,  have  pressed  for- 
ward toward  the  same  mark,  and  run  for  the  same 
prize.  From  the  words  of  our  text,  then,  we  derive 
the  following  sentiment  : 

Saints  will  be  satisfied  when  they  arrive  at  perfec- 
tion in  holiness.  In  pursuing  this  subject,  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  show, 

i.  In  what  respects  saints  are  now  dissatisfied  ; 
And, 

II.  That  they  imllhe  satisfied-,  when  they  arrive 
at  perfection  in  holiness. 

I.  I  am  to  show,  in  what  respects  saints  are  now 
dissatisfied.  Saints  are  not  dissatisfied  with  either  the 
law,  the  character,  or  the  government  of  God  ;  nor 
with  the  dispensations  of  his  holy  providence.  These 
are  the  desire  and  joy  of  their  hearts.  Nor  are  they 
dissatisfied,  all  tliivgs  consider  d.,  witli  any  of  the  af- 
flictions, or  events,  which  ti^ey  either  experience,  or 
witness,  in  this  vale  of  tears.  For  they  consider  the 
hand  of  God  as  concerned  in  every  thing,  which  takes 
place  ;  and  believe  that  he  orders  all  things  for  his  own 
glory  and  the  general  good.     But, 

1.  Saints  are  dissatisfied  with  the  inconstancy  of 
their  holy  affections.  Saints  are  sanctified  in  part ; 
and,  consequently  have  some  holy  exercises.  Tliey 
have  some  correct  views  of  the  character  of  God,  and 
love  him  for  what  he  is  in  himself.  They  have  some 
exercises  of  that  disinterested  love,  which  forms  the 
character  of  all  holy  beings.  But  these  holy  affec- 
tions are  very  inconstant.  "  For  the  flesh  lusteth 
against  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit  against  the  flesh  :  and 
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tliese  are  contrary  the  ono  to  the  other."  Saints 
find  themselves  subjected  to  a  continual  warfare.  They 
find  themselves  bent  to  backsliding,  and  inclined  to 
transgress  the  law  of  God.  But  this  must  grieve  their 
hearts  and  cause  them  many  distressing  hours.  For 
it  is  the  nature  of  holiness  to  desire  an  increase  in  holi- 
ness. It  is  inconsistent  to  suppose,  that  saints  have 
some  holy  exercises,  and  yet  do  not  desire  an  increase 
in  hohness.  They  must,  from  the  nature  of  their  char- 
acters, desire  to  be  more  and  more  conformed  to  the 
moral  image  of  God,  and  to  live  more  to  his  honor  and 
glory.  Hence,  they  must  be  dissatisfied,  so  long  as 
their  exercises  are  interrupted  with  selfish  riffections, 
and  they  are  prone  to  wander  from  the  path  of  truth 
and  duty.  This  led  the  psalmist  to  pray,  "  Make  me 
to  go  in  the  path  of  thy  commandments  ;  for  therein 
do  i  delight.  Incline  my  heart  unto  thy  testimonies, 
and  not  to  covetousness.  Turn  away  mine  eyes  from 
beholding  vanity  ;  and  quicken  thou  me  in  thy  way." 
2.  Saints  are  dissatisfied  with  the  plague  of  their 
own  hearts.  This  has  ever  been  the  case  with  those, 
who  have  lived  the  most  godly  lives.  The  more  they 
are  conformed  to  the  moral  image  of  God,  the  more 
they  see  of  their  own  vileness.  As  they  discover  the 
moral  perfections  of  God,  their  own  hearts  appear  in 
awful  contrast ;  and  they  are  ready  to  cry  out,  with 
Job,  "  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear  ; 
but  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee.  Wherefore  I  abhor 
myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes."  Every  saint 
must  have  these  feelings  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.— 
Let  us  hear  the  language  of  David,  "  O  Lord  rebuke 
me  not  in  thy  wrath  :  neither  chasten  me  in  thy  hot 
displeasure.  For  thine  arrows  stick  fast  in  me,  and 
thy  hand  presseth  me  sore.  There  is  no  soundness  in 
my  flesh,  because  of  thine  anger  ;  neither  is  there  any 
rest  in  my  bones,  because  of  my  sin.  For  mine  iniq- 
uities are  gone  over  mine  head  •.  as  an  heavy  burden 
they  are  too  heavy  for  me.  My  wounds  stink,  and 
are  corrupt,  because  of  my  foolishness.  I  am  troubled  ; 
I  am  bowed  down  greatly  ;  I  go  mourning  all  the  day 
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long."  The  apostle  Paul,  also,  cries  out,  in  the  bit- 
terness of  his  soul,  "  O  wretched  man  that  I  am  !  who 
shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death." 

3.  Saints  are  dissatisfied  with  their  slow  progress  in 
divine  knowledge.  It  is  their  duty  to  "  grow  in  grace 
and  in  the  knoivledge  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ."  But,  through  the  deceitfulness  of  their  hearts 
and  their  inclination  to  wander  from  God,  saints  find 
themselves  very  diill  scholars  in  the  school  of  Christ. 
Their  voluntary  neglect  of  duty  makes  them  stupid 
with  respect  to  divine  things.  They  are  slothful  in 
learning  the  character  of  God,  and  the  state  of  their 
own  hearts.  They  are  slothful  in  learning  the  great 
and  important  truths  of  the  gospel.  They  are  slotliful 
in  learning  the  duties,  which  they  owe  to  God,  to 
themselves,  to  the  church,  and  to  their  fellow-creatures. 
This  pains  their  hearts,  whenever  they  duly  con- 
sider their  negligence  ;  and  it  makes  them  displeased 
with  their  own  folly  and  wickedness,  in  not  improving 
the  talents,  which  God  has  put  into  their  hands.  A 
sense  of  his  own  slotlifulness  and  negligence  in  acquir- 
ing divine  knov/leclge,  caused  David  to  utter  frequent 
lamentations,  and  repeatedly  to  cry  out,  "  O  Lord 
teach  me  thy  statutes.''^ 

4  Saints  are  dissatisfied,  that  they  do  no  more  good 
to  the  church  of  God,  and  to  the  world,  by  christian 
example  and  exertions.  Their  hearts  must  be  pained, 
whenever  they  consider  their  negligence  in  the  service 
of  their  divine  Master,  for  the  good  of  immortal  souls. 
This  has  ever  been  the  case  with  the  children  of  God 
in  every  age  of  the  world  ;  which  experience  and  fact 
will  ever  demonstrate.     We  observe  once  more, 

5.  That  saints  are  dissatisfied,  because  they  do  so 
much  evil  in  the  world,  by  bad  example,  and  slothful- 
ness  in  the  service  of  God.  As  saints  have  more  sin- 
ful, than  holy  exercises  ;  they  doubtless  do  much  more 
evil,  than  good,  by  bad  example  and  sinful  conduct. -- 
But,  as  they  have  some  holy  exercises,  and  increase 
in  holiness,  they  must  frequently  repent  in  dust  and 
•ishes,  in  view  of  tlic  great  injury,  which  they  occasion 


to  the  cause  of  their  divine  Master,  and  the  souls  of 
their  fellow-creatures.  They  are  disposed  to  go  out, 
with  Peter,  and  loeep  bitterly ;  when  they  consider 
the  wounds,  which  Christ  has  received  in  the  house  of  his 
friends. 

Saints,  then,  are  dissatisfied,  and  sorely  lament,  in  it- 
self considered^  for  the  inconstancy  of  their  holy  affec- 
tions ;  for  the  plague  of  their  own  hearts  ;  for  their  slow 
progress  in  divine  knowledge  ;  that  they  do  no  more 
good  in  the  world,  by  christian  example  and  exertions  ; 
and  that  they  do  so  much  evil,  by  bad  example  and 
slothfulness  in  the  service  of  God,  This  leads  me  to 
show, 

II.  That  saints  ivill  be  satisfied  when  they  arrive 
at  perfection  in  hohness.     And, 

1.  Saints  must  be  satisfied  when  they  arrive  at  per- 
fection in  holiness,  because  they  will  then  experience 
their  whole  heart's  desire.  It  is  the  supreme  desire  of 
every  saint,  w^hen  in  the  exercise  of  holiness,  to  be  com- 
pletely transformed  into  the  moral  image  of  God.— 
Every  saint  desires  to  be  perfect,  even  as  our  Father, 
who  is  in  heaven,  is  perfect.  Hence,  David  prayed, 
with  the  greatest  fervency,  "  Purge  me  with  hyssop,  and 
I  shall  be  clean  :  wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter  than 
snow.  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God  ;  and  re- 
new a  right  spirit  within  me."  The  apostle  Paul,  also, 
says,  "  Brethren,  I  count  not  myself  to  have  appre- 
hended, but  this  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  those  things 
which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  those  things 
which  are  before,  I  press  towards  the  mark  for  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."— 
Such  is  the  ardent  desire  of  saints  to  be  made  holy  as 
God  is  holy.  This  desire  they  shall  surely  experience. 
For  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  says,  "  Blessed  are  they, 
who  do  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness  :  for  they 
shall  be  filled.^' 

2.  Saints  will  be  satisfied  when  they  arrive  at  per- 
fection in  holiness,  because  they  will  then  be  freed 
from  all  the  evils  which  their  souls  abhor.  Their  holy 
exercises  will  no  longer  be  interrupted  by  sinful  affee- 
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tions  ;  they  vviii  be  perfectly  freed  from  the  plague  of 
their  natural  hearts  ;  they  will  no  longer  be  slothful  and 
negligent  in  acquiring  divme  knowledge  ;  they  will 
then  be  constantly  and  usefully  engaged  in  the  ser- 
vice of  God  ;  and  they  will  never  more  extend  a  cor- 
rupting influence,  by  unholy  examples  or  sinful  conduct. 
These  evils,  which  now  vex  their  souls  from  day  to 
day,  will  then  be  removed.  For,  there  shall  in  no 
wise  enter  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  any  thing,  which  de- 
fileth  ormaketh  a  lie  ;  "  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes." 

3.  Saints  will  be  satisfied  when  they  arrive  at  per- 
fection in  holiness,  because  God  vvill  conjirm  them  in 
a  state  of  holiness  and  happiness  forever.  They  will 
never  more  be  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  sin,  nor 
the  temptations  of  Satan.  They  will  have  left  behind 
all  their  corruption  and  will  shine  as  the  brightness  of 
the  firmament,  in  the  mansions  of  blessedness,  forever 
and  ever.  They  will  then  increase  in  the  knowledge 
of  God,  and  in  holiness  and  happiness,  throughout  eter- 
nity. For  they  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
them  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Hence,  our 
Savior  declares,  "  Him  that  overcometh  will  I  maJte 
a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God,  and  he  shall  go 
no  more    out.^^ 

Saints,  then,  will  be  satisfied  when  they  arrive  at 
perfection  in  holiness,  because  they  will  experience  the 
supreme  desire  of  their  hearts  ;  because  they  will  be 
freed  from  all  the  evils,  which  their  souls  abhor  ;  and 
because  God  will  then  confirm  them  in  a  state  of  holi- 
ness and  happiness  forever. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  We  learn,  from  our  subject,  that  the  change, 
which  saints  undergo,  at  death,  must  be  a  very  glori- 
ous and  happy  change.  With  what  joyful  surprise, 
must  they  find  themselves  escaped  from  the  storms,  and 
tempests,  and  billows  of  this  troubled  ocean,  and  safely 
landed  on  the  shores  of  the  heavenly  Canaan  !  With 
what  joyful  surprise  must  they  look  back,  recount  the 
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pei-ilous  scenes  through  which  they  have  passed  in 
this  life,  and  view  themselves  as  having  escaped  the  ter- 
rible tempest  !  No  tongue  can  teil,  nor  pen  describe, 
the  happy  and  glorious  change,  which  the  saints  experi- 
ence in  their  transition  from  time  to  eternity.  They 
are  immediately  caught  up  to  the  third  heaven,  and 
hear  language  too  exalted  for  mortal  tongues,  and 
strains  too  sublime  for  mortal  ears  !  They  must  find 
themselves  suddenly  released  from  the  thraldom  of  sin 
and  wo,  to  which  they  were  exposed  in  this  world  ; 
from  the  darkness  and  vexation  of  spirit,  which  attend- 
ed them  in  this  vale  of  tears  ;  to  enjoy  the  bright  and 
glorious  mansions  of  eternal  day  :  where  "  the  wicked 
cease  from  troubling  ;  and  where  the  weary  are  at 
rest."  Perfection  in  holiness  must  fill  their  souls  with 
joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory  ;  while  they  join  the 
heavenly  hosts,  in  singing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the 
Li  limb  forever  and  ever. 

2.  We  learn,  from  our   subject,    the  reason,  why 
saints  are  frequently  filled    with  joy  and  exultation  in 
view   of  death.     This   may  appear  strange  to  those, 
whose    orsly    inheritance    lies    in    the    possessions   of 
earth.     This  may  appear   strange  to  those,   who  are 
without  hope,  and    without  God   in  the   world  ;  who 
have  no  prospect  beyond  the  grave  but  eternal  sorrow 
and  despair.      But,  since  saints  supremely  desire  per- 
fection in  holiness,   and  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing: 
short ;  it  ts   not  strange,  that  they  can  triumph  in 
view  of  the  king  of  terrors.     It  is  not  s 'range,   that 
the  maryr  can  sing  in  the  fiames,  and  the  dying  believ- 
er cry  out,  "  O   death   where    is  thy  sting  !  O  grave 
where  is  thy  victory  !"  For,  they  ardently  desire  to  be 
freed  from  all  their  imperfection,  and  to  be  completely 
transformed  into  the  moral  image  of  their  Lord  and 
Savior.     They  can  cordially  unite  with  David,  saying, 
"  As  for  me,  f  will  behold  thy  face  in  righteousness  : 
I  shall  be  satisfied.,  ivhen  laivake  iviththy  likeness.^^ 
S.  We  may  learn,  from  our  subject,  on  whose  ac- 
count we  have  reason  to  mourn  when  God  takes  the 
saints  out  of  time  into  eternity.     We  have,  surely,  no 
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reason  to  mourn  on  their  account.  They  go  forever 
to  experience  what  they  have  long  sought  during  their 
christian  warfare,  with  many  sighs,  prayers  and  tears. 
Hence,  ^/le^/ can  have  no  desire  to  return  to  this  earth. 
They  can  never  mourn,  that  God  has  removed  them 
from  ihis  vale  of  tears  ;  freed  them  from  all  their  imper- 
fection, and  confirmed  them  in  a  state  of  holiness  and 
happiness  forever.  Why  then,  should  ive  mourn  on 
theii'  account  ?  What  is  our  loss,  is  their  eternal 
gain.  But  we  have  great  reason  to  mourn  on  our  own 
and  on  account  of  the  church  of  God.  To  lose  a 
praying  soul,  is  a  loss  indeed  !  We  have  great  need 
of  christian  example,  and  of  christian  prayers,  in  this 
vale  of  darkness,  doubt  and  affliction.  Hence,  when 
God  takes  his  saints  from  the  land  of  the  living  to  the 
land  of  the  dead,  it  must  be  considered  a  very  great 
and  sore  chastisement.  Who  will  pray  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  church  ;  w^ho  will  pray  for  the  spread 
of  Zion's  cause  ;  who  will  pray  for  the  conversion  of 
perishing;,  immortal  souls  ;  if  not  the  faithful  in  Christ 
Jesus  ?  When  the  saints  are  removed  out  of  time  into 
eternity,  we  have  abundant  reason  to  cry  out,  "  Help, 
Lord  ;  for  the  godly  man  ceaseth  ;  for  the  faithful  fail 
from  among  the  children  of  men  ." 

4.  We  learn,  from  our  subject,  that  those  professors 
of  religion,  who  do  not  desire  perfection  in  holiness,  are 
false  professors.  Saints  ardently  desire  to  be  freed 
from  all  their  imperfection,  and  to  be  completely  trans- 
formed into  the  moral  image  of  God.  Hence,  those, 
who  are  not  subject  to  the  christian  warfare,  and  do 
not  desire  to  arrive  at  perfection  in  holiness,  for  its  own 
sake,  cannot  be  saints,  but  sinners.  Let  professors  of 
religion,  apply  this  subject  to  themselves,  and  faithful- 
ly examine  their  own  hearts. 

5.  Our  subject  shows  us  the  most  striking  and  aw- 
ful contrast  in  th*^  condition  of  saints  and  sinners,  when 
they  die.  Saints  are  then  freed  from  all  their  imperfec- 
tion, and  confirmed  in  a  state  of  perfect  hohness  for- 
ever :  but  sinners  aj-e  driven  away  in  their  wickedness 
and  fixed  in  a  state  of  eternal  mahgnity,   despair  and 
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misery.  When  saints  die,  they  have  the  immediate 
prospect  of  inheriting;  the  kingdom  prepared  for  Uitm 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world  :  but  there  is  no  such 
encouragement  for  the  sinner.  To  him  Christ  says, 
"Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlastiiu^  fire,  pre- 
pared for  the  devil  and  his  angels."  Saints  will  be  for- 
ever confirmed  in  the  moral  image  of  their  divine 
Redeemer  :  but  sinners  will  be  forever  confirmed  in 
the  moral  image  of  the  grand  adversary  of  souls  ; 
whose  children  they  are,  and  whose  lusts  they  will  obey. 
Hence,  our  Savior  says,  "  The  time  is  at  hand.  He 
that  is  unjust,  let  him  be  unjust  still  :  and  he  that  is 
filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  still  :  and  he  that  is  righteous, 
let  him  be  righteous  still  :  and  he  that  is  holy,  let  him 
be  holy  still."  Oh  !  that  sinners  were  w^ise,  that  they 
traderstood  this  ;  that  they  would  consider  their  latter 
end ! 

6.  We  learn,  from  our  subject,  wdiy  saints  so  fre- 
quently desire  to  be  absent  from  the  body  and  present 
with  the  l^ord.  Job  said,  "  All  the  days  of  my  ap- 
pointed time  will  I  ty^^inill  my  change  come."  Paul 
declared,  that  he  was  "  in  a  strait  betwixt  tvi^o,  having 
a  desire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Christ  ;  which  is  far 
better."  Many  christians  have  thus  frequently  longed 
for  the  time  of  their  departure.  The  reason  is  obvi- 
ous. 'For  them  to  live  is  Christ  ;  but  to  die  is  gain.'' 
They  long  to  be  where  Christ  is  ;  that  they  may  behold 
his  glory,  and  be  perfected  in  his  -moral  image.  '  As 
for  them,  they  will  behold  his  face  in  righteousness  : 
they  shall  be  satisfied.,  when  they  aivake,  with  his 
likeness  !' 

On  this  truly  solemn  and  mournful  occasion,  our  sub- 
ject may  now  be  applied  as  pertinent  and  appropriate. 
The  person,  whose  remains  are  now  before  us,  we 
trust  was  one  of  that  number,  whose  character  we  have 
been  describing.  We  trust,  she  was  one,  who  truly 
hungered  and  thirsted  after  rightousness.  If  so,  she  is 
now  filled.  If  so,  she  awoke,  at  her  departure,  with  the 
likeness  of  God,  and  is  satisfied.  She  shall  no  more 
be  troubled  with  the  inconstancy  of  her  holy  affections  ; 
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with  the  plague  of  her  own  heart ;  nor  v/ith  any  thing 
which  vexed  her  soul,  while  passing  through  this  vale 
of  tears.  Though  she  had  not  an  opportunity  in  her 
last  sickness,  for  saying  many  things  ;  on  account  of 
the  distressing  nature  of  her  disorder  ;  yet  she  had  be- 
fore done  what  ought  to  be  abundantly  more  satisfac- 
tory. She  had,  while  in  health,  established  a  christ- 
ian character.  She  lived  an  exemplary  and  praying 
life.  She  appeared  to  love  the  cause  of  truth,  and  the 
cause  of  Zion.  She  loved  the  house  of  God,  as  the 
gate  of  heaven.  Before  her  confinement,  *  she  appear- 
ed to  dread  her  sickness,  principally  because  she 
should  be  detained  from  public  icorship.  She  ap- 
peared to  have  dedicnted  herself  to  God,  with  the  most 
abundant  satisfaction,  and  unreserved  submission.—- 
Toward  the  close  of  her  sickness,  she  was  asked,  by 
one  of  her  attendants,  respecting  her  views  of  herself  and 
eternal  things  ;  when  she  replied  to  this  effect :  '  that 
she  had  given  herself  to  God,  and  had  no  disposition 
to  make  any  reserve.'  About  three  hours  before  her 
death,  she  was  asked,  'if  she  could  commit  herself  and 
her  concerns  to  God  ;'  wdienshe  ans^vered,  "sometimes 
I  think  1  can."  She  was  then  questioned  respecting 
her  confidence  in  the  divine  Redeemer,  and  replied, 
"wnthout  Him  I  am  nothing."  After  this  she  said 
very  little  ;  but  gradually  declined,  till  her  eyes  were 
closed  in  death.  It  was  then,  w^e  believe,  that  she  was 
admitted  'to  behold  the  face  of  her  Redeemer  inright- 
ousness  ;  and  awoke  to  be  forever  satisfied  with  his 
likeness.' 

To  you,  Reverend  and  Dear  Sir,  this  stroke  of 
bereavement  is  peculiarly  trying.  You  know  by  expe- 
rience, w^hat  it  is  to  drink  the  bitter  cup  of  affliction."- 
You  can  Sciy,  in  the  bitterness  of  your  soul,  "  Lover 
and  friend  hast  thou  put  far  from  me,  and  mine  acquain- 
tance into  darkness."  God  has  twice  come  near,  to 
touch  your  bone  and  your  fiesh.     fHe  has  twice  come 

*  Mrs.  Harlow  left  an  infant  daughter,  aj>-ed  eight  weeks. 
t  Mks.  Rachel  Harlow,  the  first  wife  of  Rev.  Wm.    Harlow, 
died  at  Warner,  N.  H.  May  27lh  1000  ;  agcvl  33  rears. 
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near  to  remove  the  desires  of  your  eyes,  the  joy  of 
your  heart,  and  the  companion  of  your  joys  and  sorrows. 
Called,  as  you  are,  to  perform  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  ministerial  office,  and  viewing  the  present  state  of 
your  family  concerns  ;  you  must  consider  your  afflic- 
tion aggravated,  and  your  distress  increased  to  a  ten- 
fold degree.  For,  who,  so  much  as  the  minister  of 
Christ,  needs  the  assistance,  support,  and  sympathetic 
affection  of  a  pious  companion  ?  We,  who  are  pres-^ 
ent  as  ministers  of  the  cross,  especially  and  sincerely 
sympathise  in  your  afflictions.  We,  who  are  present 
as  your  brethren  and  sisters  in  Christ,  are  not  only 
witnesses,  but  partakers  of  your  affliction,  sincerely 
unite  our  sympathy  and  affections  ;  and  we  pray  you  to 
receive  consolation  from  the  subject  considered  in  this 
discourse.  You  mourn,  dear  Brother^  not  as  those 
who  have  no  hope.  You  mourn  not  as  those,  who 
weep  without  the  comforts  ofrehgion.  You  not  only 
believe  that  God  has  a  perfect  right  to  do  what  he 
will  with  his  own  ;  you  not  only  profess  to  have  submit- 
ted yourself  and  all  your  concerns  to  his  sovereign  dis- 
posal ;  you  have  not  only  preached  the  great,  and  im- 
portant, and  consoling  doctrines  of  God's  absolute  sove- 
reignty and  universal  government ;  but  you  now  verily 
believe,  that  your  deceased  companion  has  exchanged 
this  world  for  one  that  is  infinitely  better.  Let  not 
your  spirit  be  broken,  nor  faint  under  this  bereaving 
stroke.  '  For  God  does  not  afflict  willingly,  nor 
grieve  the  children  of  men.'  If  you  sincerely  love  the 
truths,  which  you  are  called  to  preach,  the  struggle 
v/ill  soon  be  over.  You  will  soon  behold  the  face  of 
the  Divine  Redeemer  in  righteousness  ;  you  will  soon 
be  satisfied,  when  you  awake,  with  his  likeness.' 

May  the  dear  children  enjoy  the  protection  of  God 
who  has  removed  from  them  the  best  of  mothers.  — - 
Ij3t  those,  who  are  capable,  consider,  that  the  living  go 
to  the  dead  ;  but,  that  the  dead  never  return  to  the  liv- 
ing. Let  them  consider,  that  they  must  soon  folio vv'- 
their  tender,  but  departed  mother,  into  the  eternal 
¥/orld.     Let  them  remember  and  observe  her  pious  ex^ 
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ample,  and  the  many  lessons  of  advice  and  instructioii 
which  they  have  received  from  her  lips,  and  consider, 
that  those  lips  will  now  speak  to  them  no  more.  May 
God  seal  instruction  to  their  minds  by  the  influences 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  ;  may  he  take  them  all  under  the 
shadow  of  his  wings,  guide  them  by  his  counsel,  and 
afterward  receive  them  to  glory.' 

May  God  prepare  the  hearts  of  connections  and 
friends  at  a  distance,  to  receive  the  solemn  intelligence, 
and  to  sustain  the  heavy  stroke  of  this  bereavement. 

May  this  instance  of  mortality  be  sanctified  for 
the  spiritual  and  eternal  good  of  this  church  and  con- 
gregation. God  has  removed  one  out  of  time  into 
eternity,  who  has  often  been  with  the  members  of  this 
church  in  the  sanctuary,  and  at  the  Lord's  table.  May 
they  all  consider,  that  God  will  so  remove  them,  one 
after  another,  to  appear  at  the  tribunal  of  the  Liord  Je- 
sus Christ. 

Let  the  circle  o^  pious  females,  w^ho  have  heard  the 
godly  conversation,  and  witnessed  the  pious  example 
of  the  deceased,  look  unto  God,  who  is  able  to  make 
up  the  breach  in  their  number.  As  they  will  hear  the 
voices,  and  see  the  faces  of  departed  saints,  no  more  in 
this  world,  let  them  give  all  diligence  to  make  their 
calling  and  election  sure  ;  that  they  may  be  prepared  to 
ioin  the  general  assembly  and  church  ofthe  first-born, 
whose  names  are  written  in  heaven.  There  they  may 
'behold  the  face  of  God  in  righteousness,  and  be  satis- 
fied, when  they  awake,  with  his  likeness.' 

Let  us  all  consider  our  own  mortality  and  prepare  to 
meet  our  God . — A  men. 


